Dismantling the pyramid.
The suggestion is heard, with increasing frequency, that the therapeutic pyramid be dismantled and that medical management be reordered to treat juvenile rheumatoid arthritis as early and as decisively as possible to induce prompt remission of disease, thereby preserving function and the quality of life. We scrutinize paradigms that guide our treatment strategies, review current practices, update data derived from those practices, and propose reassessment for treatment in the 1990s.